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The Chinese Disasters and Perils. 

The news that the ministers at Pekin and those 
with them had not perished by the horrible deaths so 
circumstantially related, and their rescue from peril, 
have brought immense relief to everybody. But this 
sense of relief cannot take away the profound grief 
which every right mind feels at thought of the whole 
dreadful situation, its causes and possible conse- 
quences. We shall not repeat what was said in our 
last issue about the events of the past fifty years 
which have led up to the present tragedy. The les- 
sons there sought to be inculcated are, however, 
those which above all others the civilized world ought 
deeply to take to heart, if it wishes to escape a second 
and still more horrible act of the drama in the near 
future. But these are just the lessons which there is 
scarcely a sign that any European nation has the 
least intention of profiting by. Their only thought 
is to " push on ! " No matter who or what is wrecked, 
" push on ! " Christian men repent and make resti- 
tution when they have done wrong ; Christian nations 
never do ! 

The deplorable events over which we have waited, 
and still wait, with bated breath, illustrate once 
more the certainty with which disasters follow an 
unrighteous course of conduct. It is rare that such 
an accumulation of disasters is seen as in this case. 
Many lives, both of Chinese and of foreigners, have 
been sacrificed ; and sacrifice of life through selfish 
and unjust conduct is not far from the acme of wicked- 
ness. Law and order have been destroyed, and chaos 
reigns, detrimental alike to China and to all the 
nations involved. Business has been deranged, and 
will feel the evil effects for a long time to come, for 
business quite as much as anything else depends 
upon good feeling and trust. 

The missions have been broken up, their property 
destroyed, the missionaries killed or compelled to 
abandon the field. The native Christians have been 



either massacred or driven by fear into hiding or 
renunciation of their new faith. The fruit of more 
than fifty years of difficult, patient, self-sacrificing 
Christian work, which promised large results in the 
near future, has been swept away in a few weeks, 
some of it forever. And to shield their unworthy 
heads from the condemnation of Christendom, the 
ambitious politicians and conscienceless plunderers 
of territory undertake to lay the blame for the whirl- 
wind of disasters upon the missionaries' heads, and 
to give them worldly-wise advice as to how mission- 
ary work ought to be done, or rather not done. This 
stoppage of Christian evangelization in China is the 
greatest of all the disasters which the European 
policy of aggression has brought on. Many years 
must pass before the ground can be fully retaken, 
and Chinese opposition to Christianity is almost 
certain to be stronger and more stubborn than in the 
past. A general and a whole allied army will here- 
after be seen behind every missionary. 

Beyond the disasters already befallen, the perils of 
the situation are many. The whole of China is in 
violent ferment, fresh uprisings are not unlikely, and 
a speedy restoration of quiet and order is hardly to 
be expected. If for these reasons the powers under- 
take to divide up the country, or to put it for a time 
under an allied government, Chinese fury may be 
expected to continue, and Mr. Stead's prophecy of 
three hundred years of war will be found wrong only 
in its extravagance. If the powers quarrel over the 
size of the indemnity to be levied, as is not impossible, 
serious mischief may come in this way. If the 
indemnity is demanded in territory and extended 
" spheres of influence," that will only create the con- 
ditions of another " Yellow Cyclone " in the future. 
If this course is insisted on by the European powers, 
how will the United States, dominated by its present 
spirit, keep its feet out of the entanglement? If 
Germany declares war to avenge her massacred 
minister, and carries it on in the relentless, inhuman 
spirit advised by Emperor William, and repeats the 
history of Chiao-Chou, the prospect is unspeakably 
dark and confused. 

It is difficult to see how the gathered powers, with 
their armies on Chinese soil and their fleets along the 
coast, dominated as they have been and are by the 
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spirit of greed and mutual jealousy, will be able to 
get out of the cul-de-sac into which their " criminal 
aggression " has brought them, without falling afoul 
of one another. Nothing but fear of the ruin involved 
will save them from this fate. The friction between 
Russia and Japan was at the fighting point before the 
Chinese uprising began. With large armies mobilized 
and on the spot, will they draw off without conflict ? 
Will Russia let go her increasing hold on North 
China ? Will England, Germany and Japan combine 
to force her to do so? Whichever way one turns 
seems to be a path of peril. 

To suppose that the Eastern trouble, multiplied in 
so many directions, the outgrowth of so many years 
of rank and unblushing egoism and aggression, is to 
end short, and peace and order to return at once, is 
to assume a sudden and wholesale abandonment of 
hitherto prevailing principles and policies, of which 
none of the European powers give the least sign. 
To expect the Chinese government to regain immedi- 
ate control of its people and to guarantee the safety 
of foreigners, while the powers whose aggressions 
brought on the conflict stand threateningly over her 
in assumed innocence and make no renunciation 
whatever of their own past iniquities, is to expect the 
impossible and absurd. The guilt of China for the 
recent wrongs is very great, but the guilt of the 
"greedy foreigner," who, as Dr. F. E. Clark just 
returned from China says, brought on the conflict, is 
very much greater. The leader in the guilt ought to 
be the first to make confession and restitution, and to 
withdraw from the ruinous conflict. This is the true 
course to a quick as it is to an enduring peace, as 
also to the highest honor and fame. This is tha 
doctrine which eveiy friend of justice and peace 
ought to proclaim on the housetops of the world. 
There was never more need of clean truth than now. 
That which is solid and lasting ought not to be sac- 
rificed to mere temporary expedients, such as might, 
controlled by the spirit of self-interest and ambition, 
is always setting up. A temporary and delusive 
peace may be enforced at the cannon's mouth, but 
such a peace the cannon's mouth will again break. 
If an abiding and trustworthy peace is to follow the 
Chinese storm, the Master of Peace must be allowed 
to set his foot on the waves and utter his voice in the 
hearing of the nations. 



Position of the United States in the 
Chinese Crisis. 

There is one ray of political light and hope in the 
midst of the Eastern darkness. Mr. Hay has publicly 
announced to the world that the policy of the United 
States in reference to China will be the maintenance 
of the integrity of the empire and of the " open door." 
This is in line with his previous declarations, now 
reiterated and emphasized because of the new and 



critical circumstances. There is said to be a general 
acquiescence of the European powers in the position 
taken by our government, England strongly support- 
ing it. 

Restoration of order, reparation for the wrongs 
done and guarantees for the future are all that our 
government proposes to demand of China. She is to 
be treated as an independent, sovereign nationality, 
having the right to her own territory and govern- 
ment, and entitled to the protection of international 
law as well as subject to its restraints. Whether 
this policy can be carried out and the integrity of 
China preserved depends to a large extent on Russia 
and Germany. If they insist on considering them- 
selves formally at war with China, of which at this 
moment there are grave fears, the position which our 
government has taken will be difficult to maintain, 
even with the strong cooperation of Great Britain 
and the other powers involved ; for the influence of 
all these powers is seriously compromised by their 
previous aggressions. 

The position which Secretary Hay has taken is 
essentially just in all its main features. If it can be 
consistently and pacifically carried out, it will con- 
tribute no little to a speedy and satisfactory settlement 
of the existing difficulties and do much to prevent a 
recurrence of similar trouble in the future. The 
only thing that stands in the way of its success is the 
rapacity and vengefulness of the other nations. 
China will certainly respond with sincerity and grati- 
tude, as her previous approaches to our government 
make clearly evident. From the very beginning of 
the convulsion, the United States made clear the 
course which it would take. A much worse state of 
affairs would otherwise now exist. If the commanders 
of the other warships had followed the American 
officer's example and refrained from firing on the 
forts at Taku, it is entirely possible that no allied 
army would have had to go to Pekin. 

It is an instructive fact that in the allied movement 
diplomatic precedence has been given to the United 
States. This would hardly have been expected of 
the governments which have by their folly made the 
Chinese question, and hold such "spheres of influ- 
ence " on the coast. It cannot be accounted for on 
the ground of military superiority or strength on the 
part of the United States. We do not believe the 
cat's-paw principle has had anything real to do with 
it. This precedence illustrates forcibly the moral 
power and leadership which right and just conduct 
naturally gives. Our government has never seized 
any Chinese port or territory. It has declared itself 
in favor of the maintenance of the integrity of China, 
both territorially and governmentally. This attitude, 
whatever its motives may have been, has kept the 
United States out of the jealousies created among 
European powers by their grasping policies, and has 
left our government the only one whom all were 



